
NEW DELHI, APR 23:
Calling for end to freebies
in elections, former Vice-
President M Venkaiah
Naidu today said as the ‘fre-
quent’ party-hopping by
political leaders was a ‘dis-
turbing trend’, there was a
need for strengthening the
anti-defection law.

Speaking at a function at
his residence here after re-
ceiving the Padma award,
Naidu said announcing
“freebies” during elections
without listing out funds
mobilisation is an un-
healthy trend which should
be discouraged and people

should question the leaders
and parties making such
lofty promises.

Naidu was awarded the
Padma Vibhushan award
on Monday evening by
President Droupadi
Murmu at a function at
Rashtrapati Bhawan.

“Defections are being en-

couraged. We should
strengthen the anti-defec-
tion law,” he asserted.

“Now, the worry is that
there is a fall in the stan-
dards in public life. In po-
litical parties, people often
change their parties. The
latest trend is people are in
one party in the morning
and join another party in
the evening and then they
criticise your leader and say
things left and right. Some
of them are favoured with
tickets also.

“This is a very disturbing
trend and people should 

Venkaiah Naidu calls for end 
to freebies in elections

NEW DELHI, APR 23:
Batting for enhanced coop-
eration between India and
the ASEAN countries, Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar today high-
lighted that the two sides,
through greater collabora-
tion, can play a major role in
the emerging regional ar-
chitecture of the Indo-Pa-
cific.

“We support ASEAN
unity, ASEAN centrality
and the ASEAN outlook on
Indo-Pacific. India truly be-
lieves that a strong and uni-
fied ASEAN can play a con-
structive role in the
emerging regional architec-

ture of the Indo-Pacific,”
EAM Jaishankar said in a
virtual address at the first
ASEAN Future Forum on
Tuesday.

“The synergy between In-
dia’s Indo Pacific Oceans
Initiative (IPOI) and the
ASEAN outlook on Indo Pa-
cific (AOIP) that is reflected

in our ASEAN India leaders
joint statement provides a
strong framework for coop-
eration, including and ad-
dressing challenges to com-
prehensive security,” he
added.

Invoking the G20 summit
hosted by India last year un-
der its presidency of the
grouping, Jaishankar said
the time has arrived for the
Global South to assume a
greater role in international
affairs.

“We also believe that the
time has come for the global
south to present its perspec-
tive and assume a greater 

EAM pitches for ‘ASEAN unity’,
constructive role in Indo-Pacific
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Stating that the last day of
campaigning for the polls
was highly crucial, senior
BJP leader and ex-deputy
CM Kavinder Gupta today
said that the hard work put
in by the party cadre during
these 24 hours would defi-
nitely raise the victory mar-
gin of the party candidate.

To make an appeal in this
regard, he chaired a meet-
ing of five BJP mandals
falling in Jammu district
(South)  including Trikuta
Nagar, Gandhi Nagar, Gad-

digarh, Kunjwani and R S
Pura. 

Addressing the meeting,

Gupta said that BJP was the
only party which was com

Last day of campaigning crucial for
raising victory margin: Kavinder

A day after social welfare
department employee Mo-
hammad Razaq was shot
dead at Kunda Top in
Thanamandi area of Ra-
jouri district of Jammu, se-
curity forces today intensi-
fied their search operation
to in the area to track down
the escaped terrorists.

Razaq (40) was shot dead
by terrorists after he came
out of a mosque in his vil-
lage Kunda Top last
evening. His brother, Mo-
hammad Tahir Choudhary, 

NEW DELHI, APR 23: Assert-
ing that the country’s security
can neither be outsourced nor
be dependent on the largesse of
others, Army Chief, Gen Manoj
Pande today said that military
strength & capabilities were
necessary to prevent wars. He
also said that the recent geo-po-
litical developments had reaf-
firmed the relevance of hard
power.

“In the context of capability devel-
opment, if we import and depend for
critical technologies on countries that
possess them, we must be very clear
that we will always remain one tech-
nology cycle behind,” he said while
addressing participants at the Na-
tional Leadership Conclave of All In-
dia Management Association.

“Army is shaping hard power capa-
bilities through atmanirbharta or
self-reliance in the defence manufac-
turing sector,” he added.

He said the recent geo-political de-
velopments had reaffirmed the rele-
vance of a country’s hard power.

“The current geo-strategic land-
scape is characterised by change, tak-
ing place at unprecedented scale and
speed. Recent geo-political power-
plays have displayed, that where na-
tional interests are concerned, coun-

tries will not hesitate to go to war.
These developments have reaffirmed
the relevance of Hard Power,” Gen
Pande said.

He mentioned that the overall ‘rise’
of a nation can be said to occur when
there is a significant and continuous
increase in its Comprehensive Na-
tional Power.

“While ‘Economic Power’ is the
fountainhead of the growth of the na-
tion, it is the Military Strength that
lends it the ability to affect the out-
comes, necessary to protect and fur-
ther its multifarious interests, in ex-
panding strategic horizons,” he said.

He said that military strength and
capabilities were necessary to prevent
war to present a Credible Deterrence,

also enabling a robust response to
threats and winning wars, when re-
quired, across the entire spectrum of
conflict.

“In our quest to achieve and sustain
a ‘Hard Power’ quotient, we need to
be alive to the implication of external
dependency to meet defence require-
ments. The impact of supply chain
disruptions and weaponization of de-
nial regimes – came to the fore, during
the Pandemic and also from the
lessons of the ongoing Russia-
Ukraine conflict. These develop-
ments have underscored that the secu-
rity of the nation, can neither be
outsourced nor be dependent on the
largesse of others,” he said.

The army chief said that the un-
precedented trends in the geo-strate-
gic landscape, the limitless potential of
Disruptive Technologies, the trans-
forming character of modern Wars
and the profound changes in the so-
cio-economic domain, are the four
key drivers of IA’s Transformation ef-
forts.

“The unprecedented trends in the
geo-strategic landscape, the limitless
potential of disruptive technologies,
the transforming character of mod-
ern wars and the profound changes in
the socio-economic domain are the 

India’s security cannot be 
outsourced: Gen Pande

NEW DELHI, APR 23:
Coming down hard on Con-
gress leader P Chi-
dambaram over his re-
marks on the Citizenship
Amendment Act, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
said on Tuesday that they
have been fighting against
Congress’ appeasement
politics for years and the
Congress should rise out of
it and try to perform on the
agenda of development.

Amit Shah said that Con-
gress wants to scrap the
CAA just to appease their
vote bank.

“Since the 1960s, Con-
gress has made appease-
ment politics its weapon to

win elections. We had been
fighting against this for
years. Since 2014, PM Modi
has set the development
agenda among people and
elections began in the coun-
try based on that. Congress
is facing difficulty in con-
testing elections based on
development; they have

continuously lost elections.
They want to go ahead once
again based on appease-
ment politics. Chi-
dambaram doesn’t say
what the shortcomings of
CAA are; he just says that
they will scrap it. Why? Be-
cause they have to
strengthen their minority
vote bank,” he said.

He added further that
Chidambaram’s intentions
will never be fulfilled as the
people have understood the
Congress party well.

“BJP stands firm on its
principles. We will not do
injustice to anyone. We will
do justice. But we will not 

Rise out of appeasement politics: Shah slams
Chidambaram over his remarks on CAA

GHAZIPUR (UP),
APR 23: Asserting that
New Education Policy
(NEP) focuses on nurturing
creative potential of stu-
dents, LG Manoj Sinha to-
day said that ‘it also pro-
motes critical thinking and
problem-solving’.

“NEP’s aim is to prepare
individuals for Viksit
Bharat,” he said while ad-
dressing a seminar on ‘Na-
tional Education Policy
2020’ which was organised
at Dalimss Sunbeam
School, Gandhi Nagar, in
UP’s Ghazipur. On the oc-
casion, he also felicitated
meritorious students.

In his keynote address on
‘Contribution of new Na-
tional Education Policy in
Building Developed India’,
the LG highlighted the vi-
sion and aim of NEP 2020.
He said the education pol-
icy focuses on nurturing
creative potential of stu-
dents and promotes critical
thinking and problem-solv-
ing.

“National Education Pol-
icy’s aim is to prepare indi-
viduals who are not only
knowledgeable and skilled

but develop cognitive ca-
pacities and eternal Indian
knowledge and ideals for
growth of society and to
build Viksit Bharat. The
policy will impart scientific
knowledge, develop the
personality of the individ-
ual for upskilling and
reskilling and open up new
opportunities in the future
as per the needs of the in-
dustries,” the Lt Governor
said.

The Lt Governor said af-
ter centuries, there has
been a new awakening in
the society and after several
decades there is a new edu-

cation policy that is rooted
in Indian ethos and empha-
sises on extensive use of
technology, research and
innovation, experiential
and innovative approaches,
integration of technology
such as machine learning
and artificial intelligence
and promotion of start-up
incubation centres to trans-
formation India.

“NEP 2020 focuses on
true values and teachings
of our glorious heritage and
civilization and prepares
the students with industry
4.0 technology, lifelong 

NEP promotes critical thinking,
problem-solving: LG

JAIPUR, APR 23:
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi today said the Con-
gress tried to extend reser-
vation on the basis of reli-
gion and give it to Muslims,
and once again accused the
party of hatching a “deep
conspiracy” to snatch peo-
ple’s wealth and distribute it
among “select” people.

Launching a blistering
attack on the Congress,
Modi also charged that it is
difficult to follow one’s
faith under the Congress
and that even listening to
Hanuman Chalisa becomes
crime under that party’s
rule.

His remarks come on a

day when the country is cel-
ebrating Hanuman
Jayanti.

Addressing an election
rally in Tonk, the prime
minister said as soon as the
Congress formed the gov-
ernment at the Centre in
2004, one of its first tasks
was to reduce the SC/ST
reservation in Andhra

Pradesh and give it to Mus-
lims.

“Modi is giving you a
guarantee with an open
heart that reservation for
Dalits and backward tribals
will neither end nor will it
be allowed to be divided in
the name of religion,” he
said.

Asserting that he under-
stands the Constitution,
Modi said he is dedicated to
the Constitution and is a
person who worships B R
Ambedkar.

Amid a row over his ‘re-
distribution of wealth’ re-
marks, the prime minister
again charged that the Con

Cong will do X-ray of wealth,
distribute it to ‘select’ people: Modi

Mayawati promises to work for separate
state comprising districts of western UP

Do Aur Do Pyaar: Pratik Gandhi reveals 
why Vidya Balan is his favourite co-star ever

P- 10

The Himalayan Mail
Regd No.  JM-38            RNI No. 66860/96           Vol. 29                No. 113 12 Pages     |       Rs. 2.00JAMMU, WEDNESDAY,  APRIL 24, 2024

www.himalayanmail.com

P- 7

CM YKCM YK

Cont. on P9

Police have booked two
anti-national activists un-
der Public Safety Act (PSA)
in Kashmir’s Bandipora
district.

They were identified as
Ghulam Din War, son of
Habibullah War of Naid-
khai Sumbal, and Firdous
Ahmad Khan, son of Mo-
hammad Ayoub Khan of
Ward No 6, Nebrapora,
Bandipora.

According to officials,
they were booked under
PSA for their continuous
involvement in anti-na-
tional activities. Both of
them were lodged in the
Kot-Bhalwal central jail 

2 booked 
under PSA

Search ops 
intensified in
Rajouri distt

Says military strength, capabilities necessary to prevent wars 

The BJP today named
Tashi Gyalson as its candi-
date from Ladakh Lok
Sabha seat, dropping sit-
ting MP Jamyang Tsering
Namgyal.

Gyalson is the chairman-

BJP names Gyalson
as candidate for
Ladakh LS seat

NEW DELHI, APR
23: A Delhi court on Tues-
day extended the judicial
custody of Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal and BRS
leader K Kavitha in a
money laundering case re-
lated to the alleged excise
scam till May 7.

Special judge for CBI and
ED matters Kaveri Baweja
extended their custody af-
ter they were produced be-
fore the court through
video conference on expiry
of their remand.

The judge also extended
the judicial custody of 

Kejriwal’s judicial
custody extended

till May 7
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NC leader Omar Abdul-
lah today said that PDP
had become the BJP’s C-
team and people should
only look towards INDIA
bloc candidates in the Lok
Sabha elections to defeat
the communal forces.

PDP has become
BJP’s C-Team: Omar
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A drone-like object was
recovered near the fence
along the Line of Control in
Balakote sub-sector of
Mendhar in Poonch district
of Jammu today.

Officials said that a
drone-like object was seen
to have fallen in a damaged
shape ahead of the border
fence near the government
high school, Dharati, in Bal-
akote area.

“The object pieces have
been collected and are be-
ing analysed,” the officials
added.

A tight vigil was being
maintained all along the 

Damaged ‘drone’
recovered near LoC
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Police today announced a
reward of Rs 10 lakh for any
information leading to the
identification and capture
of the terrorist involved in
the killing of a social welfare
department employee in
Rajouri district of Jammu
on Monday.

The reward has been an-
nounced for the terrorist
identified as Abu Hamza for
his involvement in terror
activities, including the
killing of Mohammad
Razaq in Kunda village of
Rajouri last evening, a po
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Rs 10 lakh reward 
on terrorist involved 

in Rajouri killing
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Union Minister Jitendra
Singh today said that Con-
gress and its allies had sabo-
taged Jammu’s important
national projects including
Shahpur-Kandi project and 
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Cong sabotaged
Jammu’s national
projects: Jitendra
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Excise policy case

A view of Shobha Yatra which was taken out on the eve of Hanuman
Jayanti in Jammu on Tuesday.


